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WINTER Quarterly Members Meeting 
SUNDAY, January 22 at 2:00pm at 

Wrexham Hall 
10301 Old Wrexham Road 

Chesterfield, VA 23832 
 

     Please join us for our Winter Quarterly Members 
Meeting at 2:00 pm on Sunday January 22nd at Wrex-
ham Hall, sections of which date back to 1750. Greg 
and Carol Marion, the owners of this unique home 
since 2020, have graciously agreed to host our meet-
ing and will treat us to a tour of the historic house, 
often referred to as “a tale of two homes.”  
     Our speaker is Stanley Richard Hague III, who grew 
up in Wrexham and lived there from 1945 to 1981. 
He will speak about the history of the home, its resto-
rations throughout the years and its 1987 relocation. 
Richard’s parents, Florence and Stanley, began resto-
ration in the 1940s. Two decades later, while search-
ing for old heart pine floorboards, they discovered  
 

 
 
 
 
22-foot floorboards in an abandoned 1750s home on 
Brander’s Bridge Road called Fruit Hill. The owner 
sold the couple not just the flooring, but the whole 
house. Fruit Hill’s old central stairway was installed at 
Wrexham in 1960 and a wing of the structure was 
added to the west end of the house.   
     In 1987, Wrexham was moved about 2,000 feet 
east of the intersection of Iron Bridge Road and Cen-
tralia Road to make way for Chesterfield Meadows 
Shopping Center. The 200-year home became the fo-
cal point for a new subdivision named in its honor: 
Wrexham Estates located on Old Wrexham Road.   
Our Winter Members Meeting will begin with a short 
business meeting, and refreshments will be served. 
Please note this is a change from our past annual 
luncheon meeting.     

Please save the date: Sunday, January 22nd! 
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Letter from the President 
      I would like to thank all the volunteers who helped with the 
Westchester Concert Series on September 29th. The event was a 
great success as we were able to raise $2,800 from beer and wine 
sales. We also received a $2,500 matching grant from Modern 
Woodmen Fraternal Financial. Our fund-raising total for the event 
was $5,300.  Thank you to Marian Crow for submitting that grant. I 
would also like to thank our former Executive Director, Karen Sadler, 
for getting us involved with this concert series.  It has proven to be a 
valuable source for much needed funds for the Historical Society. 

I would also like to recognize the volunteers who put to-
gether the Veterans Day program on November 11th.  Weather 
forced the event indoors and that required the organizers to com-
pletely replan and reconfigure the ceremony on very short notice. 
Several tornado warnings on the day of the event also had to be 
contended with. The result was a beautiful ceremony highlighted by 
remarks from Governor Glenn Youngkin. Thank you to Ruth Snead 
and all the Veterans Day volunteers that overcame so many obsta-
cles and made the day special. 

In recent months the Chesterfield Historical Society has done 
a sign dedication at Pleasant View School, an open house at Epping-
ton, a membership meeting at Rockwood Park, teas at Magnolia 
Grange, lectures at the Museum and given out thousands of pieces 
of candy at the County Trunk-or-Treat for Halloween.  I continue to 
be amazed at the amount of work that is done by our dedicated vol-
unteers. All these events and the day-to-day operations of the His-
torical Society would not be possible without the hard work and 
dedication of our membership. Last year we provided over 6,575 
hours of volunteer time at the Historical Society.  This is a valuable 
service to the community that contributes greatly to the quality of 
life here in Chesterfield.   

I encourage you to volunteer for upcoming events, join a 
committee or help at the library, museum, or Magnolia Grange.  We 
need you so that we may continue the good work we are doing. 
 
Scott Williams 

Winter Lecture Series Returns 
After a 2-year hiatus because of the pandemic, the Winter Lecture Series 
is returning in 2023.This year the lectures will be at Beulah United Meth-
odist Church, 6930 Hopkins Road. All lectures take place at 7:00pm and 

are free to members and $5 for non-members. 
1/20- “The Month of Terror, the Revolutionary War Comes to Chester-

field” 
2/17- “Spy Pilot: Francis Gary Powers, the U-2 Incident and a Controver-

sial Cold War Legacy” 
3/31- “Secrets of the Wright Brothers” 

4/21- “Life of a Civil War Soldier” 
SEE THE POSTER INSIDE THIS ISSUE! 
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Out on a Limb… 
Angie Wilderman  
Q. My ancestor died without leaving a will. Quite a bit 
of property was sold and I wonder if there were fi-
nancial problems. 
A. When a person who had property died without 
leaving a will certain steps had to be taken to protect 
the family’s financial situation. An executor would be 
assigned to administer the estate. Property may be 
sold in order to provide financial support to the fam-
ily. Ultimately the entire property would be sold and 
the wife and children would receive their shares of 
the estate as prescribed by law. 
     CHSV received a donation of copies of the Chester-
Colonial Heights News Journal dated between 1962 
and 1873. The series is missing a few issues but they 
are still a treasure trove of family information. The 
pages are being scanned and saved as a searchable 
PDF. When a researcher searches the folder contain-
ing the newspaper files for a specific name or phrase, 
the files containing the name or phrase will be in-
cluded in a list and can be opened. The article is then 
available to read. These papers are filled with stories 
about the families who lived in the area especially, 
children, servicemen, club members, and industrial 
leaders and many other topics. Below is a snip from 
the masthead of the paper. 

 

REMINDER: The Genealogy Round Table continues to 
meet the third Saturday of the month from 1-3pm. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Library Donations & Acquisitions 
Liess van der Linden-Brusse 
Old maps, historic photographs and manuscripts, 
books, magazine and newspaper articles, diaries, year-
books, flyers and brochures as well as research notes 
on Chesterfield people, places and events are always 
welcome additions to our Research Library in historic 
Trinity Church, open Monday-Friday, 10am-4pm. 
Please keep us in mind as you clean your attics and 
basements! Thank you! 
Recent additions to the Library Collection include the 
following: 
Genealogy 
COGBILL, Marcus Aurelius (1842-1900), Clerk of the 
Court, Chesterfield County, VA (1874-1900), copies 
of Court Order Book documents listing his tenure, 
compiled and donated by Chesterfield County Circuit 
Court Clerk’s Office (Manuscript Collection) 
MOODY, Mattie Leola’s 1925 Chester Agricultural 
High School Diploma (original), gift of Nancy Good-
wyn Hill (Manuscript Collection)  
The ROBERTSONS of Winterpock, by Joseph P. 
Gresham (Copy 3), donated by CHSV Genealogy 
Committee 
WEATHERFORD, John (1740-1833), Baptist 
Preacher’s grave site near Chatham, VA, gift of Jim 
Haney (Manuscript Collection) 
General Interest 
Archeological Investigations of Site 44CF7, Falling 
Creek Ironworks and Vicinity, Chesterfield County, 
VA, by VA Department of Historic Resources, discov-
ered in CHSV book storage   
Bermuda District Public Schools Monthly Reports 
(1901-1902) for Alma Bishop, gift of Mary Cowan 
Sollog (Manuscript Collection) 
Chesterfield County 250th Anniversary (1999), Origi-
nal programs, newspaper clippings, special issue mag-
azines, compiled by Library Committee (Manuscript 
Collection) 
“HUIT” Club Community Service, Chester, VA, 
Minutes of Meetings (1937-1939), gift of Mary Cowan 
Sollog (Manuscript Collection) 
Jefferson’s Church & Osborne’s, Research notes, 
photos and illustrations, compiled by Library Com-
mittee with documents donated by Albert J. Pfeffer III 
and Randall Bass 
 
 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS! 
Debra Bier, Gary Howard, Lois Hunt, Ed Lewis, 
Jan and David Neifeld, Andrea and Larry 
Ochart,  Scott Tougas. Robin Wynings,Rose & 
Nelson Arthur.  

We appreciate the generosity and support of all 
our members and wish you all a Happy Holiday 

Season! 
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Pride & Prejudice: The Pocahontas Myth and the 
Pamunkey, edited by Christian F. Feest, European Re-
view of Native American Studies (1987), gift of Char-
lotte La Roy 
Virginia Women’s Christian Temperance Union 
(WCTU), notes and original membership certificates 
of Chesterfield families, gift of Nancy Goodwyn Hill 
(Manuscript Collection) 
Military History 
Why We Fought the Revolution, remarks by Ernest P. 
Gates on April 25, 1981, the Bicentennial Commemo-
ration of the burning of Chesterfield Courthouse, dis-
covered in the Library Vertical File (Manuscript Col-
lection) 
Benjamin Franklin Butler, the Damnedest Yankee, by 
Dick Nolan, gift of Gerry Germond 
Photo Collection 
Chester – Doc Organ’s Chester Pharmacy, pen & ink 
drawing (1980), gift of Dennis Sullivan 
Churches – St. John’s Episcopal, Chester, in 1879, 
pen & ink drawing, gift of Dennis Sullivan 
Clerk’s Office 1889: Front view (2022), gift of George 
Cranford 
Houses – Magnolia Grange: Exterior view in spring 
(1986), by Mason Chalkley 
Houses – Magnolia Grange: View of 1815 Fortepiano 
built by Astor & Horwood of London, unknown pho-
tographer (c.1990) 
Houses – Magnolia Grange: Exterior view (2005), un-
known photographer 
Houses – Magnolia Grange: Interior views of entry 
hall, staircase & scenic wallpaper (c.2005), unknown 
photographer 
Houses – Rockwood Plantation, Gregory’s Grist Mill, 
Miller’s House (1950) & (1988), gift of Kimberley 
Sasser 
Jails – 1892 Jail: Exterior views (2022), gift of 
George Cranford 
Lakes – Gregory’s Mill Pond Spillway, Rockwood 
Plantation (1950) & (1987), gift of Kimberley Sasser 
Libraries – Original Library Board in 1938, individu-
als identified, gift of Angie Wilderman 
Stores – Ruffin & Graves, Chester in 1915, pen & ink 
drawing (1980), gift of Dennis Sullivan 
Rare Books Collection 
Reflector 1931 - Chester High School Yearbook, gift 
of Scott A. Tougas 
Scrapbook Collection 
Midlothian Ruritan Club (1947-1974), gift of Emily 
Holliday Skaar 

 
 

 
 
 
                                    
 

 
 
 

 
 
Magnolia Grange 200th  
“Artifact-of-the-Month” 
Henri DeLattre’s portrait of Argyle – 
 A Reproduction 
Lilian Mullane 
Argyle, a famous thoroughbred owned first by South 
Carolina Governor Pierce Mason Butler (1798-1847), 
was a racing competitor through 18 two-mile, three-
mile, and four-mile heats. Argyle was sired by Mon-
sieur Tonson, owned by VA House of Delegates mem-
ber Col. William Ransom Johnson of Chesterfield 
County, VA. By 1836, Argyle was valued at $15,000 
and owned jointly by Col. Johnson and Col. Wade 
Hampton II.  
     Over the years, Johnson and Hampton received 
fame and notoriety for their horse racing prowess. 
For the planter class, the ownership of thoroughbred 
racehorses was a visible sign of their wealth and 
power, and formal paintings of prize winning horses 
were prominently displayed to visitors.  
     In 1836, former VA senator Wade Hampton II, who 
was a great patron of the arts, commissioned one of 
the foremost artists of animals, Swiss-born Edouard 
Troye (1808-1874) to paint Argyle (as well as several 
other of his prominent steeds) at his South Carolina 
homestead Millwood plantation.1 Troye’s Argyle 
painting, with Hampton’s father’s nearby estate The 
Woodlands shown in the background, is now owned 
and displayed in the Yale University Art Gallery.  
     Henri de Lattre (1801-1876), a protégé of Edouard 
Troye, had captured the images of another mare and 
her offspring at Wade Hampton’s Millwood breeding 
farm.2 In 1839, William Ransom Johnson commis-
sioned de Lattre to paint Arygle – depicted in the 

        Donations to the Society  

   0-$99 
Kroger 

    $100-$499 
Gloria Thysell, Charles Andolino, 

Stacey Adger 
            $500+    
 Modern Woodmen-matching grant 
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style of Troye’s Argyle - for display at his own home-
stead in Chesterfield County.3 In 1978, through the 
generosity of Mrs. James R. Reynold,4 Henri de Lat-
tre's original painting of Argyle was expertly restored, 
which brought to light a previously obscured back-
ground representation of Oakland, the Johnson fam-
ily estate in Chesterfield County. This treasured and 
original Argyle painting, signed H. de Lattre, is owned 
by the Virginia Museum of History & Culture in Rich-
mond, VA.  
     Magnolia Grange owns an exact reproduction of 
the original Argyle painting, including the H. de Lattre 
signature, even though our Argyle was painted in 
1984 by professional Virginia artist Mary Ellen Howe. 
Ms. Howe is known for her well researched and most 
accurate oil portrait of Pocahontas from an original 
1616 engraving. A member of the Daffron family, the 
last private owners of Magnolia Grange, remembers 
hearing that Ms. Howe used a black and white photo 
as her base and painted in oils on the tapestry paper. 
It was one of the first donations to adorn the walls of 
the newly opened Magnolia Grange House Museum 
in 1986. We would like to think that its presence 
commemorates the important history of thorough-
bred horseracing in Chesterfield County, Virginia. 
Mary Ellen Howe’s reproduction now hangs in the 
downstairs Winfree office in Magnolia Grange. 
 
Sources:  
1 Mackay-Smith, Alexander (1981). The Race Horses of America, 
1832-1872. Portraits and Other Paintings by Edward Troye. Sara-
toga Springs, NY: The National Racing Museum of Racing.  
2 Virginia Meynard, Portraits of Horses By Edward Troye and 
Henri De Lattre Owned By Col. Wade Hampton II, Virginia Gurley 
Meynard Papers. SC: South Caroliniana Library, Manuscripts Di-
vision.  
3 Weber, Heidi Amelia-Anne (2015). Power, Prestige, and Influ-
ence of the Nineteenth Century Upcountry Georgia, South Caro-
lina and North Carolina Cotton Planters and Their Appropriation 
of the Greek Revival House: A Doctoral Dissertation. 
4 Proceedings of the Virginia Historical Society (Apr 1978). The 
Virginia Magazine of History and Biography, Vol. 86, No. 2, pp. 
220-251. VA: Virginia Historical Society. 
 

 
Emma Virginia Perdue Moody Cogbill – Mag-
nolia Grange’s Post Civil War Homemaker 
and Plantation Owner 
Buddy Cranford 
     County citizens should take a tour of Magnolia 
Grange at some time while living here in Chesterfield 
County. The quest for me is to learn who lived there.  
I have a strong desire to walk where many deep-
rooted Chesterfield County families have trod. They 
left much for us to know and see. The Cogbill family 
was one of those. Four generations of Cogbills re-
sided at Magnolia Grange, covering a span of 100 
years! Trotting behind their footsteps is a must-do 
before time and bulldozers wipe it all away.  Big ugly 
buildings, money and greed are history’s worst ene-
mies. We need to know who the folks were that lived 
and worked the land before we came and brought 
the earth movers.  
     Emma Perdue Moody Cogbill was one such person 
who, in the late 1800s, controlled and managed a 
large farm along with her husband, Marcus A. Cogbill.  
Emma was the daughter of James M. Perdue, a retail 
grocer, and his wife, Susan M. Pilkinton. She was born 
on 23 May 1846 and died on 4 Apr 1915 in Richmond, 
Henrico, Virginia. The 1850 U.S. Census shows Emma 
living with her parents and siblings. The family con-
sisted of: James M Perdue (age 37), Susan (Pilkinton) 
Perdue (age 35), Martha Perdue (age 14), James Per-
due (age 12), Mary Perdue (age 11) Allice Perdue 
(Age 9), David Perdue (Age 7), Emma Perdue (Age 5), 
Roberta Perdue (Age 1), F G Boggs (Age 28), E F 
Pinkleton (Age 27 and a merchant) and Patience Ev-
ans (Age 46). 
     Emma had purchased the mansion and farmlands 
surrounding Magnolia Grange in 1879 for $2500 us-
ing funds from the sale of property owned by her late 
husband, James Moody, who died on 27 Nov 1874, 
leaving his 24 year-old widow all his personal hold-
ings and property, having appointed her as executor 
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in his will that was probated in the Chesterfield 
County Court.  
     Emma married 37-year-old Marcus A. Cogbill on 15 
Jan 1880. She was 30 years old. Their marriage took 
place in Manchester, VA. Cogbill was the Clerk of the 
Court of Chesterfield from 1873-1875. He had served 
in the Confederate Army as a Private in Company D, 
14th Virginia Infantry and was wounded at  
 
 
Drewry’s Bluff in Chesterfield. His wound and battle-
scarred face would be painful throughout his adult 
life. No photograph was ever taken unless it was a 
left side view. Today, his portrait hangs in the Ches-
terfield County Clerk’s Office. 
     Marcus and Emma acted as hosts to visiting judges 
and court personnel. The couple had no children to-
gether, but Emma had a daughter named May Chat-
field Moody from her previous marriage who lived in 
Magnolia Grange. She was born on 1 May 1871 in 
Manchester and died on 7 
Mar 1956 in Richmond. She 
suffered from heart dis-
ease and hypertension.  
May Moody Winfree, mar-
ried to Joseph Percy Win-
free, is buried in Hollywood 
Cemetery in Richmond. 

Emma Cogbill also 
had a son, David Perdue 
Moody, born on 1 Sep 
1873 and died on 28 Oct 
1960 (aged 87). In 1900 he served as the Deputy 
Clerk Country Construction and lived at Magnolia 
Grange with his mother, Emma. He registered for the 
WWI Draft but never went into the U.S. Army.  He 
died on arrival at the Medical College of VA in Rich-
mond.  At the time of his death, he was a retired 
salesman for the Snydor & Hundley Furniture Com-
pany. He is also buried in Hollywood Cemetery.  
     In addition to Emma’s two natural children, the 
couple welcomed into their home Marcus’s niece and 
nephew, Molly and Nathan Cogbill, who were teenag-
ers and orphaned when their father and mother  (Na-
than and Mollie Cogbill) died from pneumonia.  The 
house now had four children to run about, get into 
mischief and to bring joy to the Cogbill couple.     

     Emma Moody Cogbill died at the age of 68 on 4 
Apr 1915 in Richmond, Virginia. Husband Marcus was 
born on 18 Jul 1842 and died on 12 April 1900. Other 
related families to live at Magnolia Grange soon fol-
lowed Emma and Marcus Cogbill into history.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
*An excellent brochure on the Families of Magnolia 
Grange can be found in the Chesterfield Historical Society 
of Virginia Library. Written by past president and CHSV li-
brarian, Liess Van der Linden Brusse, the pamphlet pro-
vides historical insight into the prominent Chesterfield 
County families that have known Magnolia Grange as 
“home” and provides some input into this article. Our 
CHSV members should stop by historic Trinity Church and 
pick up a copy.  pamphlet can also be viewed on the CHSV 
website at www.chesterfieldhistory.com. 
 
Parker’s Battery and the “Last Confederate 
Printer” 
Bob Talbott 
     Parker’s Battery sits on the southern perimeter of 
the Richmond National Battlefield Park right here in 
Chesterfield County.  It is a unique site well worth a 
visit. It may be only 10 acres in size but is filled with 
variety of trenches, ditches, earthen redoubts and 
gun platforms. A short walking trail with a level grade 
provides a great opportunity to view the earthworks 
up close and to appreciate how far south the de-
fenses of Richmond ran. 
     Parker’s Battery is named after William Watts Par-
ker who raised an artillery company in 1862 and gave 
the battery its name. Many of the men who made up 
Parker’s Battery would see combat at some of the 
most sanguine battles of the Civil War; Second Ma-
nassas, Antietam and Gettysburg, but there was one 
member of Parker’s Battery who made his contribu-
tion to the Confederacy in a different way. 
     Frank Baptist was a private in Parker’s Battery. 
Born in 1844, by age 11 Baptist was a printer’s ap-
prentice apprenticing at Richmond newspaper “The 
Dispatch”.  In March of 1862, Frank enlisted in Par-
ker’s Battery. It was not long before word of his skill 
as a printer was made known and he was detailed 
from Parker’s Battery to work at Archer & Daly’s 
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who had received a government contract to make 
postage stamps and paper money for the Confederacy.  
     Not long after that, Frank was given full charge of 
the printing of the money and stamps at Archer & 
Daly’s. After the war he would continue as a printer 
and member of the Richmond printing firm of An-
drews, Baptist and Clemmitt.  
    
 
    In 1924 the “Richmond Times Dispatch” ran a story 
of one of the last Confederate printing presses still in 
existence. It had been on display at the Dietz Printing 
Company of Richmond. Frank Baptist was called in to 
verify if it was authentic. Baptist positively identified 
it. 
     Although Baptist would not see the combat many 
other members of Parker’s Battery did; records indi-
cate he was called out to help repulse Dahlgren’s Raid 
of Richmond in 1864. Frank Baptist would pass away 
in 1927 at the age of 83. He is buried in Oakwood 
Cemetery in Richmond. 
     Parker’s Battery would see a military presence 
again during World War I. In 1917 the US Army’s 
313th Field Artillery occupied, trained and fired artil-
lery from the Civil War earthworks in preparation for 
deployment to the trenches of the Western Front. 
Chesterfield County has a unique historical gem In 
Parker’s Battery. 
 

 
 

 
 
Wrexham’s Lady in Red 
Diane Hewett 
     As noted on the front of this issue, our next mem-
bers’ meeting will be held at historic Wrexham Hall. 
This home, whose name is derived from a village in 
Wales from which a former owner’s ancestors origi-
nated, holds the reputation of being gently haunted. 
     Part of the home’s story concerns an uncommon 
visitor known as the “Lady Dressed in Red”. When 
original property owner Archibald Walthall died, the 
property was willed to his daughter, Susannah. It was 
eventually sold with the stipulation that a plot of land 
containing the family graveyard was to be reserved 
for the family. John Goode purchased the property in 
1830 and built the current house. The property was 
sold several times during the nineteenth century. 
     Owner Stanley Hague spotted the Lady in Red sit-
ting on the front porch once while working outside in 
a nearby field. No explanation was ever found for the 
vision. Some say that it was the ghost of Susannah 
Walthall, looking for her lost headstone. While the 
lady has never been seen again, she has made her 
presence known by footsteps on the stairs and rock-
ing chairs that appear to rock in the night. People left 
alone in the house feel the presence of someone else 
in the room with them. Family articles that disappear 
and later reappear, doors that open and close unex-
pectedly and occasional inexplicable cold gusts of air 
that burst suddenly through rooms are other unex-
plained occurrences at Wrexham. 
     Who is this mysterious lady, why does she haunt 
Wrexham Hall and why is she dressed in red? Previ-
ous owners have not been able to determine the an-
swers to any of these questions. Could it be the spirit 

Frank 
Baptist 
 
The Last  
Confederate 
Printer 

Confederate 
printing press 
at Dietz Print-
ing Company 
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of Susannah Walthall, who has remained at Wrexham 
all these years still searching for her long-lost family 
graveyard? Today, Susannah’s and the rest of the 
grave sites are commemorated in a spot in the mid-
dle of the parking lot of the shopping center where 
the house originally sat, at the intersection of Iron 
Bridge and Centralia Roads, protected by landscaping 
and part of the day-to-day life in Chesterfield County. 
     Be sure to attend January’s meeting to learn more 
about this historic home. 
 
**adapted from “Chesterfield County Chronicles: Stories 
from the James to the Appomattox”. Available in our  
library at Trinity. 
 
 

Join us for a special Valentine Tea to be held 
at historic Magnolia Grange House Museum, Wednes-
day, February 8, 2023. The event will take place from 
1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. at the museum located at 10020 
Iron Bridge Road in Chesterfield. 

The tea will be catered by the Baking and Pas-
try Arts students of the Chesterfield Technical Center 
at Courthouse Campus. A Valentine-themed menu of 
delicious savory tea sandwiches and sweet desserts 
will be offered. Musical entertainment will set the 
mood for friends and loved ones to celebrate and en-
joy a unique experience. Tours of the home will also 
be available 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 Advance reservations are required at $30 per ticket. 
To make reservations, please call Gina Stith at (804) 
796-7131 or go on-line to chestefieldhistory.com. 
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